Japarta: A journey to the Gurindji Way. 
Reflections on the film by Dr Maxine Cooper, Adjunct Associate Professor, Researcher, Federation University, Australia.
This film follows a young Japanese man, Minori Hokari, as he explores parts of the Australian outback. He was born in Niigata, which is a city 400 kilometres north of Tokyo. Minori left Japan after graduating from a Hitotsubashi University in Japan, where he studied History and Economics.  He travelled to Australia to study first at the University of NSW, then at the Australian National University. He was very interested in studying the history of indigenous people in Australia.  The Gurindji Elders accepted him, and he formed a particularly strong connection with an Elder named Jimmy Mangayarre.  The film shows a strong spiritual connection developing between Minori and others in the film. He was a good listener and understood what the Elders meant by listening to the earth, as well as the idea of alternative versions of history and truth-telling.  He brought an outsider's view to a land and a people that was challenging, but it was great for those who were able to connect deeply with him.  After facing many academic challenges, he wrote numerous academic papers and was finally able to submit his PhD at the Australian National University in January 2001.  Before submitting his PhD, he honoured his commitment to Old Jimmy and the Gurindji Elders; he took his PhD and the photos he had taken to get the Elders' approval before submitting his thesis. His PhD was entitled Cross-cultural History: Journey to the Gurindji Ways of Historical Practice.
Two years after graduating, he decided he wanted to drive from Canberra to Broome to begin a new research project.  However, on his travels, he became ill with bad back pain and was diagnosed with a form of Lymphoma Cancer. He was hospitalised in Melbourne.  His kind and loving parents travelled from Japan to be with him in the hospital.  
Minori died in 2004. His parents organized for his book, entitled Radical Oral History, to be published in Japan a few months after his death.  From the proceeds of his books and career, a scholarship was set up in his honour, so other students could benefit from his amazing life and work.
This film is a wonderful story of a kind, gentle, and courageous person who could listen, learn, and live adventurously in a range of diverse cultural settings.   I was deeply moved by the film and by Minori’s story.


